Summary
. ABA has been considered to play a negative role in plant development (Walton, 1980; Zeevaart and Creelman, 1988) . Recently, promotive effects of ABA on the accumulation of assimilates in the sink tissue have been reported (Beruter, 1983; Hein et al., 1984; Kojima et al., 1993b Kojima et al., , 1994 Schussler et al., 1984) . Based on these reports, the relationship between ABA and sugar level in fruit juice needs to be established. ABA, when sprayed on plants, is readily converted to trans-abscisic acid (t-ABA) and/or gradually broken down by sunlight (Marumo et al., 1990 Fig. 2 . Changes in the radioactivity in citrus fruits injected with 14C-ABA. The experiment lasted for 4 days and the extracts were subjected to three purification steps. Data are expressed as percentage of the total radioactivity injected on day zero.
Step 1 is the crude extract;
Step 2 is the organic pahse after solvent partitioning;
Step 3 is the fraction corresponding to the retention time of ABA on HPLC. 
